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CLARIN - Common Language Resources and 
Technology Infrastructure

1. European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) since 2012
2. Scholars in Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) can use the 

infrastructure to access:
a. digital language data (written, spoken, video or multimodal)
b. tools to discover, analyse, combine data wherever they are located
c. through a single sign-on environment (you can get an account!)

1. Ecosystem for knowledge exchange and training

2. Actively involved in shaping the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) 
(clarin.eu/eosc)

https://www.clarin.eu/content/clarin-nutshell 2
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If users cannot access protected resources and services with their institutional credentials, they can get an account here: https://idm.clarin.eu/unitygw/pub#!registration-CLARIN%20Identity%20Registration.

CLARIN is a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC). This is a legal status allowing collaboration between countries since 2012. 
Scholars can use the infrastructure to access digital language data: it can be written, spoken, video or multimodal. Tools to discover, analyse, combine data, wherever they are located through a single-sign-on environment; and if you don’t have an account or your university account does not work, you can get a CLARIN A-account. CLARIN is also an ecosystem for language exchange and training. Finally, CLARIN plays an active role in shaping the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC). Open Science is at the core of CLARIN’s mission.


http://clarin.eu/eosc
https://www.clarin.eu/content/clarin-nutshell


CLARIN for Open Science
– Promotion of

- comparative perspectives
- multidisciplinary collaboration
- transnational research
- responsible data science

– Support for linguistic diversity
- data covering many languages
- tools for many languages 
- language resources in all 

modalities
- discipline- & language-agnostic

– Promotion of sharing & re-use of 
language data through sustainable 
data registries

– Enhancement & deployment of 
interoperability of language data & 
services

- common metadata framework
- distributed network of FAIR 

certified data repositories for 
language data
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CLARIN promotes the sharing and reuse of language data through sustainable, trusted data registries and repositories. It also supports interoperability of language data and services through the common metadata framework (CMDI). There is a distributed network of FAIR-certified repositories for language data.
CLARIN encourages comparative and cross-linguistic perspectives, which are especially valuable in the European and global research landscape. It supports multidisciplinary and transnational research, as well as responsible data science, which is increasingly important today.
CLARIN also promotes linguistic diversity. The available data covers many languages, including low-resource languages, and tools are provided for a wide range of language varieties and modalities. This support for linguistic diversity is highly adaptable and does not depend on a specific discipline or language.




CLARIN’s Network (August 2025) 

A distributed European 
Infrastructure Consortium 
(ERIC) consisting of:

– 27 members 

https://www.clarin.eu/content/national-consortia 4
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The CLARIN network, as of August 2025, is a happy family of 27 member countries. 


https://www.clarin.eu/content/national-consortia


CLARIN’s Centres (August 2025) 

39 Knowledge centres 

Operated by a single institute/group or as a 
distributed structure covering a large 
number of research topics, languages and 
resource types.

22 CTS-certified data centres 
Strong focus on FAIRness & 
interoperability:

- Federated login 
- Central metadata harvesting for easy 

discovery    
- Chained services

A distributed network of  
>70 centres

👉👉 Search for K-centres👉👉 Search for B-centres
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CLARIN itself is constituted of centres: there are two main types — B-centres, which focus on FAIRness and interoperability, and K-centres, which focus on specific areas of expertise. They cover a large number of research topics, languages and resource types. And of course, all this is easily accessible on the CLARIN website.


https://www.clarin.eu/k-centre-catalogue
https://www.clarin.eu/content/certified-b-centres


How CLARIN Works
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A researcher deposits his resource in CLARIN, describes the resource with the repository metadata for language resources (e.g. CMDI). As soon as the resource is deposited, the metadata is findable via the VLO and Switchboard can be used to analyse the resource. In Switchboard, we have for example, Weblicht, which offers a web service pipeline for text analysis.

So how CLARIN works, or what is the workflow of a resource in CLARIN? It can be a single text or recording, a corpus, lexicon, WordNet, that is deposited in a repository at one of those CLARIN B-centres (each country has at least one; larger countries more). In the B-centres there is the language data, metadata that describes the language data, and language tools (web applications, web services, pipelines). They are all interconnected within the CLARIN B-centres, and all B-centres use the same metadata system to describe these resources.




How CLARIN Works

https://www.clarin.eu/content/web-applications 7
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Overview of the web applications managed from the central level. 

https://www.clarin.eu/content/web-applications


CLARIN and FAIR Principles

Findable

Accessible

Interoperable

Reusable

Virtual Language  Observatory, 
Virtual Collection Registry,
Federated Content Search

Certified repositories, PIDs, 
Metadata, Federated Login

Language Resource Switchboard, 
Vocabularies, Metadata

Licences, Standards & Formats, 
Active Metadata Curation

https://www.clarin.eu/fair 8
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In terms of web applications, CLARIN has central services proposed by CLARIN ERIC itself. Here you see examples: the federated content search, the language-resources switchboard (a service that allows you to find suitable tools for processing your data depending on what data you have), the Virtual Language Observatory (VLO) — the CLARIN catalogue, allowing metadata search so that you can find the right resource for you and the Virtual Collection Registry, which provides access to digital bookmarks. Among the infrastructure components that CLARIN proposes, we can classify them according to the FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable. But what you see here on the slide are examples of these components that support each of these principles.


The web applications, integrated standards and vocabularies, licences help researchers make their resources FAIR. 

https://www.clarin.eu/fair


Virtual Language Observatory (VLO)
– Facet search to explore >500,000 

language resources, tools, services
– Metadata to describe resources
– Persistent Identifiers (HDL) to 

access the landing pages of the 
resources and cite them

– Availability and/or Licencing
– Technical details
– Process with Switchboard
– Compile search results into a Virtual 

Collection

https://vlo.clarin.eu 9
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The Virtual Language Observatory (VLO): helps to explore more than 800,000 language resources, tools and services. All the resources have persistent identifiers (in CLARIN we use “handle”). They also provide information about availability or licensing of each resource found, technical details, how to process the data, for instance in the switchboard, and you can combine research results into a virtual collection.


https://vlo.clarin.eu


Language Resource Switchboard

Helps you find and use NLP tools that can 
process your data:

– Your own files 
– Any data that is publicly accessible, 

e.g. a resource that you found in the 
VLO

https://switchboard.clarin.eu/ 10

Note del presentatore
Note di presentazione
The switchboard I is a web service allowing you to find and use NLP tools that can process your data. You can use your own files if you want, or you can use data that you just found using the VLO. You can then provide the switchboard and continue working on your data using the integrated tools.

https://switchboard.clarin.eu/


CLARIN Resource Families
● Well-curated corpora and lexical 

resources organised per data type 
and language, which can be 
downloaded directly

● NLP tools
● Licence information
● Some corpora are available via 

concordancers, e.g. Korp, 
Corpuscle, or KonText, noSketch 
Engine.

● Links to publications and training 
materials

https://www.clarin.eu/resource-families 11
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The resource families provide a user-friendly, thematic overviews of the diverse language resources, data and tools available across its distributed network of centres. The listings for each family include the most important metadata as well as brief descriptions, such as resource size, text sources, time periods, annotations and licences, as well as links to download pages and concordancers.

https://korp.csc.fi/korp/#?cqp=%5B%5D&corpus=
https://clarino.uib.no/korpuskel/page
https://lindat.mff.cuni.cz/services/kontext/corpora/corplist
https://www.sketchengine.eu/nosketch-engine/
https://www.clarin.eu/resource-families


CLARIN Single Sign-On (SSO)

https://www.clarin.eu/content/easy-access-protected-resources

Restricted resources and tools in CLARIN can be accessed with your 
university credentials!
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CLARIN Single Sign-On: 
CLARIN's Single Sign-On (SSO) is a federated identity system that lets researchers use their university credentials to access a wide range of digital language resources and tools through a single login. This allows users to log in using their university credentials, provided their country is a member or observer of CLARIN.

If users cannot access protected resources and services with their institutional credentials, they can get an account here: https://idm.clarin.eu/unitygw/pub#!registration-CLARIN%20Identity%20Registration. 


https://www.clarin.eu/content/easy-access-protected-resources


Examples of Use

Possible scenarios for exploring the central services:
➔ I need to find recordings of spoken Catalan
➔ Can you help me find the resources and tools to research the stylistic 

differences in 20th century novels translated to Polish from English 
between British and American authors?

➔ Can you help me find evidence of a specific linguistic expression in 
various corpora?

➔ I have a TEI file on my computer and I would like to have dependency 
trees for all of the sentences that it contains.
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Example scenarios to explore the CLARIN central services:
For example, someone who needs to find recordings of spoken Catalan can use the VLO. Or, if you are looking for resources and tools to study the stylistic differences in 20th-century novels translated into Polish from English, comparing British and American authors, you can also find them through the VLO. Similarly, if you have a file on your computer and want to generate dependency trees for all the sentences it contains, the VLO can help you locate the right tools and services.


Do we need this?
Researcher: can you help me find the resources and tools to research the stylistic differences in 20th century novels translated from English between British and American authors?

https://vlo.clarin.eu/record/https_58__47__47_hdl.handle.net_47_11321_47_225_64_format_61_cmdi?q=polish+novels 

General query for processable (with pain text) records matching “novel”: https://vlo.clarin.eu/search?q=novels&fqType=format:or&fq=format:text/plain 
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