
ENRICA SALVATORI - UNIVERSITÀ DI PISA 

Designing a project in DPHy



SALVATORI - 2022

• Digital Humanities (DH) —> A long history (since 1949 / 70’s) —> heavy influence on all traditional 
humanities, including history. 


• confusion and overlapping due to digital change 


• this is positive and advantageous because it gives dynamism to the research system BUT


• drawing boundaries is necessary because you have to understand what are you doing, why and 
how to do, even if you want overcome them 


• Let's try to understand what they are: 


• Digital History (DHy) 


• Public History (PH) 


• Digital Public History (DPHy)

When do we need (disciplinary) borders?
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• Research field where you applie IT methodologies, tools, techniques to historical studies, often - 
although not always - aimed at 


• an automatic or semi-automatic processing of data


• a quantification of historical data to be analyzed or a visualized 


• DHy therefore deals with the use, study and processing of digital tools applied to historical 
research, from the analysis of sources to the dissemination of results. 


• It is not a “full” discipline, given that it arises to answer to a whole series of problems and 
opportunities resulting from the spread of digital technology in historical practice


• DHy is then an updating or a partial modification of a research methodology that already has its 
big background. But…this  update brings profound changes in the historian's work and 
poses new big epistemological problems

Digital History (DHy)



• Deborah Paci: "digital history is a research field that employs in the scientific area of historical 
disciplines, methodologies, computational tools and computer techniques aimed at the 
automatic or semi-automatic processing of data, which are visualized and returned to the 
scholar through analysis of quantitative type” (D. Paci, Introduzione, a La storia in digitale. 
Teorie e metodologie, a cura di D. Paci, Milano 2019, p. 19)


• Enrica Salvatori: “digital history is a research field that employs in the scientific area of 
historical disciplines, methodologies, computational tools and computer techniquesaimed at 
effectively answering historical questions” (E. Salvatori, Digital Public History Inside and 
Outside the Box, in «Magazén. International Journal for Digital and Public Humanities» 1 (2): p. 
220)

Qualifying DHy..
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OVERLAPS

VESPASIANO DA BISTICCI

WB SEMANTICO

STRAGE DI VIAREGGIO

DIGITAL STORYTELLING

CODICE PELAVICINO 
FILOLOGIA E STORIA DIGITALE

CENOBIUM 
DIGITAL ARCHVES 
3D VISUALIZATION

http://cenobium.isti.cnr.it/
http://static.repubblica.it/iltirreno/viareggio-la-strage-che-viene-da-lontano/
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OVERLAPS
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• In DHy's projects, the adjective “digital” has often (always?) a dual meaning: 


• IT tool / tools used for one or more analysis purposes


• digital world as a place where to publish and share resources, or as a place where to collect and 
create resources


The web is now a natural point of convergence 

BUT…. WEB = PUBBLIC?

DPHy



PH - Public History
• late 1960s England; 1970s in North America & 

Australia as discipline 


• growing success, not always with this label, field 
of action


• the historian not only teaches or disseminates a 
certain tale of history, but 


• applies the methodology to todays problems, 


• debates them in the public arena, 


• and makes history "in direct contact with the 
evolution of the mentality and sense of collective 
belonging of the various communities within the 
different spaces and in the global world and 
enhances the study of their identities ". 

https://aiph.hypotheses.org/3193
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• promotion of historical knowledge and of the methodologies of historical research among different audiences by a 
multidisciplinary dialogue; 


• practices and experiences focused on the active involvement of groups and communities also in the digital world; 


• innovative and good historical researches, achieved thanks also to methodologies and practices of participation; 


• definition and sharing of professional and academic good practices of public history and standards for the evaluation of 
the discipline; 


• growth and training of public historians who operate outside academic environments with professional skills in research, 
teach and communicate history; 


• development of public history as a new area of research and education; 


• contrasting the "abuses of history", or the practices of mystification of the past aimed at manipulating public opinion; 


• enhancement of the country's historical, cultural, material and intangible heritage, in all its forms; 


• historical research conceived as necessary for solving the problems of the present

From Italian PH Manifesto
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• The growth of a full citizenship passes through a more widespread knowledge of the past that allows the 
overcoming of prejudices and fears multiplying in the contemporary world. 


• PH offers opportunities and tools for a critical understanding of historical contexts, helping to face their 
complexity and avoiding solutions dictated by resentments or alleged "identity" conflicts. 


• PH is a valuable resource for social cohesion by promoting understanding and meeting between people of 
different origins, generations and with conflicting memories. 


• PH promotes economic development in strategic sectors, in particular in the field of industry and cultural 
tourism, working for the protection and enhancement of our extraordinary cultural heritage. 


• Public historians can be also consultants in the administrative and legislative sphere and for the resolution of 
specific problems in the public and private sphere, such as, for example, those relating to the government of 
the territory or in legal disputes involving local communities

From Italian PH Manifesto
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There is nothing necessarily “digital" in the concept of PH, BUT the PH makes use of multiple 
media supports to involve the public and interconnected audiences in the practice of history


• the Web is an unavoidable meta-medium for the diffusion of historical knowledge


• social networks, sites, tools and apps are changing the relationship with the past through the 
preponderance of individual and collective memories. 


•In the real / virtual conflict between history and memory, the public historian offers himself as 
help in reconstructing the meaning, a remediation agent of knowledge who acts in multiple 
environments, by building an accessible historiography, by creating community sources, by 
creating material and immaterial sites that increase awareness of history in the public arena.

PH & Web



SALVATORI - 2022

If by DHy we mean the strong mix between History and Computer Science 


an by PH, the area of activity that aims at a methodologically correct involvement of the public in 
the writing of history ALSO through the Internet 


THEN 


DPHy is that field of studies and research 


that tells the history  

in the digital world with the involvement 


of the public at different levels 

DHy & DPHy



http://archivico.labcd.unipi.it/
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Shared & Thematic & Invented Archives

https://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/with/52119838155/
https://hurricanearchive.org/


Talking Archives..

http://www.ilcartastorie.it/storiechecontano/


Interacting Statues..

https://www.talkingteens.it/news
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Partially shared contents
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• Crowdsourcing 


• Web content and interfaces 


• Communications skills


• Management skills


•  Ethical issues 


•  Shared authority (responsibility) —> (Michael Frisch, A Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft 
and Meaning of Oral and Public History, Suny Series in Oral and Public History, 1990).


• …

Methods, tools and difficulties


