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IB. STARING WITH SCRIBUS

NICOLETTA SALVATORI




LET'S START T0 WORK
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All the copyright of the images and texts you have downloaded for

this training are reserved con L

Luigi Gattinara




HANDS-ON

» We will realize a catalog in the PDF format, for fast and easy
delivery to customers.

» With a PDF sharing and promoting your document is more
immediate, everybody can read it also off line (once
downloaded). As we have already said a PDF is printable

» Last but not least a lot of things that you will do, realizing
your layout, are the same you would do preparing a layout for
an ebook in ePub3 (we will see it this afternoon)... so nothing
will go wasted.

» Scribus the book design software we will use might some
day get an "epub exporter" (this feature is work in progress).



DESKTOP PUBLISHING SOFTWARE

If you want to create a book and save it in a digital format or print out, a word
processor is usually not enough, you need a book design software .

» LibreOffice Writer (Windows/macOS/Linux) is a program to layout books that is
simple to use and free, you can use the Writer text editor, included in LibreOffice:

» Publisher is one of the best software for book design. This program is part of the
Microsoft Office suite and it is only for Windows. It is not free

» Adobe InDesign (Windows / macOS) - this Adobe program has extremely
powerful tools dedicated to the design of formats and the layout of books,
brochures, covers and so on. It is available for Windows and macOS with a
monthly or annual subscription (it can be tried for free for a period of 7 days).

» Scribus (Windows / macOS) is a semi-professional layout software, which allows
you to easily layout documents using an intuitive graphical interface. It is available
for Windows and macOS. Free of charge.

Scribus

Open Source Desktop Publishing




DESKTOP PUBLISHING SOFTWARE

If you want to create a book and save it in a digital format or print out, a word
processor is usually not enough, you need a book design software .

» LibreOffice Writer (Windows/macOS/Linux) is a program to layout books that is
simple to use and free, you can use the Writer text editor, included in LibreOffice:

» Publisher is one of the best software for book design. This program is part of the
Microsoft Office suite and it is only for Windows. It is not free

» Adobe InDesign (Windows / macOS) - this Adobe program has extremely
powerful tools dedicated to the design of formats and the layout of books,
brochures, covers and so on. It is available for Windows and macOS with a
monthly or annual subscription (it can be tried for free for a period of 7 days).

» Scribus (Windows / macOS) is a semi-professional layout software, which allows
you to easily layout documents using an intuitive graphical interface. It is available
for Windows and macOS. Free of charge.

We will use Scribus in our hands-on laboratory . SC rl b U S

Open Source Desktop Publishing




A GOOD SOFTWARE WITH A LOT OF TUTORIALS ON LINE

Scribus is an open source program for professional page layout, for
creating PDF (Portable Document Format) files.

In your teaching material you have a very good guide. There are also many
useful video tutorial on line (https://wiki.scribus.net/canvas/
Get_Started with Scribus )

With Scribus you might create brochures, booklets, books, magazines
which you plan to print or you can make an interactive (or non-
interactive) PDF to dowload

DOWNLOAD SCRIBUS:
WWW.SCRIBUS.NET/DOWNLOADS/


https://wiki.scribus.net/canvas/Get_Started_with_Scribus
https://wiki.scribus.net/canvas/Get_Started_with_Scribus
http://www.scribus.net/downloads/

1 - PREPARING OUR SOURCES

> Let’s have a folder. It will contain two other folders: the visual elements
(photos, illustrations, and other graphics) and the texts used in your layout

- The images format must be importable (jpeg. png. eps. svg). and of

sufficient quality. Photos must have an appropriate resolution, and
Still Life Project jl appropriate dimensions. LET'S CHECK

Save the images using names which reveal their content as an aid to
Identifying them. Scribus does not import the actual image in its files,
only a link (pathname) to the file in the folder. This is the reason why it is

Imperative to have an organized system for keeping your image files
together in a place.

Texts may come from a wide variety of sources — text editors, word
processors, emails, web pages = merge them into files in txt format.
Even if Scribus in compatible with different text formats it is always

better only import plain text into Scribus . SAVE THE ORIGINAL TEXT to
check for the styles used by the author




never

1 - PREPARING OUR SOURCES work with the

original file. Always
work with a copy. so
» Let’s have a folder. It will contain two other folders: tHERUEISHElREGTTeR [

(photos, illustrations, and other graphics) and the text! JREnE gD
you've lost Is a

little time.
The images format must be importable (jpeg. png, eps. svg), and of

sufficient quality. Photos must have an appropriate resolution, and
Still Life Project M appropriate dimensions. LET'S CHECK

Save the images using names which reveal their content as an aid to
identifying them. Scribus does not import the actual image in its files,
only a link (pathname) to the file in the folder. This is the reason why it is

Imperative to have an organized system for keeping your image files
together in a place.

Texts may come from a wide variety of sources — text editors, word
processors, emails, web pages = merge them into files in txt format.
Even if Scribus in compatible with different text formats it is always

better only import plain text into Scribus . SAVE THE ORIGINAL TEXT to
check for the styles used by the author



never

1 - PREPARING OUR SOURCES work with the

original file. Always
work with a copy, so

» Let’s have a folder. It will contain two other folders: tIERUEISIEIIUE G Fe[E

(photos, illustrations, and other graphics) and the text! JREnE gD
you've lost is a

little time.

v-& Scribus_MainDirectory
v- & Images
Sl EditedFiles
& Originalfiles
Sl Proofs
- B Text
& Chap01l
& Chap02
85 Chap03
&3 Chap04




2 - THE LAYOUT GUIDE

Next step is to make a draft of our book FLATPLAN. Let’s start with 32 pages (2
signatures - 16x2). Knowing our texts and photos we can roughly imagine how
many pages we can give to each chapter of our catalog. We can also decide to divide
it in parts each one with an inside cover and several chapters... It is up to us.

| o still life project e 1
| summer school 2021

title page colophon INDICE PRESENTAZIONE INTRO INTRO INTRO INTRO THE THE the art the art the interview [the interview
pag COLANA | PR SOl ANA AUTHOR  |AUTHOR reviewer  |reviewer FACE TO
FACE
i cop 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1" 12 13 14 15
[
the interview |the interview the interview [the intervieni PORTFOLIO |PORTFOLIO| |PORTFOLIO |PORTFOLIO PORTFOLIO |PORTFOLIO PORTFOLIO [ART AND ART AND ART AND exhibitions quotes
COVER CRAFT CRAFT CRAFT
COVER
{ '16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
’[Back cover
j|coming soon
[/|publisher logo

(48




3 - DEFINE THE CATALOG CARDS AND CAPTIONS

» Usually a catalog presents a first part with essays, articles, reviews,
informations(about the author of the artworks) while the core of the book are
the artworks themselves, each one of them described with a standard card and
a substantial caption.

Title and year of the
> here is an example artwork
1973 - LIBRO CON APE _
: Caption
Camera: Leica R4s (quote from

Lens 19 m/m ElmaritR 2.8 / Leitz Wetzlar the artist)

Shutter speed: 1/30 . . . .
P “I worked in advertising until 1980 even if
Aperture: f/4 my interest on fine art has accompanied
Film: Ektachrome 64 my entire life in. one way or another. I've
‘ always taken pictures for myself too. It

Optical Bench often happened that | had in my studio
Printing on canvas XxY cm materials from an advertising campaign

o o and | recycled it (wisely) to create new
Edition: 10 copies signed compositions of my own creation”




L - PREPARE THE PICTURES

K/
L X4

K/
L X4

resize the pictures on your image-editing
software .

You'll see the existing width and height (in
pixels, inches, centimeters), with a box to fill
in a new measurement. There is also a check
box that reads “Preserve aspect ratio”; this
will keep the height and width of the image
proportional. Which is, usually, a good thing.

Another important characteristic of your
image is the pixel density.

The number of pixels do not give you the
sharpness of the image. This is because the
gaps among the pixels can be larger or
smaller. What you need to consider is the
density of dots which is usually expressed as
dots per inch (DPI) or pixel per inch PPI.

Resize

Width (Pixel) 2992

Height (Pixel) 3872

Ratio

3872

:

K

V| Preserve aspect ratio

i

100%

Adjust your photo size excluding the frame.

OK

Cancel

A Applications

L Desktop

™ Favorite Apps

£ Deep Thought

g hpdéchetSa2dlde
F 1 hlia.

Kiwtar 12

New Folder

Tags:

Format: JPEG
Quality:

Leas
FleSae: 12M8

o000 0OQO

Save As: | Risuko-Bookfly-concept-800.jpg

Date Modifed
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L - PREPARE THE PICTURES L

Height (Pixel) 3872 3872 %

I ' ' " 3 ct ratio
« resize the pictures on your image-editing lPreserve aspe

software .

+ You'll see the existing width and height (in
pixels, inches, centimeters), with a box to fill

> If you need to print your catalog, photos must have
a resolution of 300 ppi

> |f you work on an e-catalog (AS WE DO) you only need

low resolution (72 or 96 ppi) g e
8 oo T
» Another important characteristic of your El-:; e
image is the pixel density. §:ﬁ"..ﬁ
+ The number of pixels do not give you the E:f*:w
sharpness of the image. This is because the e :
gaps among the pixels can be larger or ;ZI:.S:.

smaller. What you need to consider is the
density of dots which is usually expressed as
dots per inch (DPI) or pixel per inch PPI.

New Folder
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Dimensioni immagine

A

Adatta a: = Personalizzato  pixel

Larghezza: 27,27
Altezza: 8,57

Risoluzione: 72 pixel/pollice

v Ridimensiona proporzionalmente
v Ricampiona immagini

Dimensioni risultanti

100 per cento

349 KB (era 349 KB)

Annulla

Evidenzia




the width
and height of
this image in high

resolution
(300ppi)

B Schermata 2021-04-08 alle 15.14.21.png

Evidenzia

o O- E- A~

Dimensioni immagine

Adatta a:

Larghezza: 6,54
Altezza: 2,06

Risoluzione: 300 pixel/pollice

Ricampiona immagini

Dimensioni risultanti

100 per cento

349 KB (era 349 KB)

Annulla




LET'S TRY
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Per Gioco 1984.jpg

=. O- E- A~

Dimensioni immagine

A

Adatta a: = Personalizzato  pixel

Larghezza*  £6,01
Alte .za: 19,48

Risoluz >ne: 100 pixel/pollice

v Ridimensir ca proporzionalmente
v Ricam~ ona immagini

Dimensioni risultanti

100 per cento

251 KB (era 793 KB)

Annulla




LET'S TRY

this is the
resizing of the
same picture:

resolution 72 ppi

width 28 cm,
as large as a
tablet with a 12
Inches screen

B Per Gioco 1984 copia.jpg

=~ O- @~ A~

Dimensioni immagine

Adatta a: = Personalizzato T pixel

Larghe .za: 28,01
Al ezza: 20,99

Risolu. ione: 72 pixel/pollice

v Ridimr .siona proporzionalmente
v rucampiona immagini

Di~ _.asiom .. tanti

100 per cento

169 KB (era 169 ' B)




9 - DOCUMENT SIZE

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Forget A4 format

If we want to browse our catalog
on tablets and smartphones better
to work with landscape format

» Most Tablet use 10.1 or 12.1-
inch screens (243x162 mm or
287x178 mm) with a
resolution of 1280x800 pixels
which are able to offer the right
space to the reader while still
being significantly smaller than BBEIEEED
an A4 sheet

24.3x16,2 cm

13,3 pollici (16:10)

29.7x21,0 cm




9 - DOCUMENT SIZE

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Forget A4 format

If we want to browse our catalog
on tablets and smartphones better
to work with landscape format

» Most Tablet use 10.1 or 12.1-
inch screens (243x162 mm or
287x178 mm) with a
resolution of 1280x800 pixels

24.3x16,2 cm

12,1 pollici (16:10)

13,3 pollici (16:10)

29.7x21,0 cm




MEET SCRIBUS

P 2 3:a30 T 88 L1 14 15 17 19

DEmMPEOOYOY/ D 2B QB X/
10 1. 14 16 18

THE MAIN TOOLBAR ICONS 10. Insert Freehand Line

1. Selection tool 11. Rotate Item Now you have your photos and
2 Insert Text Frame 12. Zoom text and you have Scribus for
making your layout. You may be
13. Edit Contents Mod : :
3- Insert Image Frame 1 onrents Aode tempted to simply begin by
4. Insert Render Frame 14. Story Editor starting your layout
5 Insert Table 15. Link Text Frames In order to get the best results
6. Insert Shape 16. Unlink Text Frames (and Wa.Ste less tln:‘e) you. have
to consider the entire project,
7 . Insert Polygon 17 . Measurement There are a number of technical
3 Insert Line 18. Copy Properties settings and decisions at the
. beqginning which will affect the
9. Insert Bezier Curve 19. Color Picker 9 9

success of your project.




MEET SCRIBUS

P 2. 95430 T 859 _ Gl 13 15 17 19

Da@mgdOvovs 2 zsqmiiuk .
10 18

:l_:’e Edit llern  Insert Page View E:-(—Menu NOW you have your phOtOS and
LEeEm@sd A5 @ R | <=—Toolbar text and you have Scribus for
il W lllllllllllllllllolllll T ' «RU'EI c
| making your layout. You may be
tempted to simply begin by
B orkspace or starting your layout
canvas In order to get the best results

(@and waste less time) you have
to consider the entire project,
There are a number of technical
e settings and decisions at the

80 @& ~<—Stotus bar beginning which will affect the
success of your project.




A - SET YOUR PREFERENCES

changes settings for any

future documents. s tce
| | Nl :

the various settings here will e }:: g::::”mm

be those that you see when T befre a ove o Resas s [1s0me ] 0 st e s

you open a new document Icmmm'f T

(File > New).They will | | o

change the current | | —

document. o

» The layout: Single Page. ge= = .

» The size: Custom S— pavat S
Dimensions: 243x16,2 ‘ e
(a tablet 10,1 inches) : —c

» Orientation: Landscape. ——

» Make sure the units are et [o5000m 5
millimeters, since the 1 o o000 5":
default may be points. = o »

» Choose margins: not less - E .
than 13 mm - (Bleeds: 3 | " |
mm only if you want to

print your PDF)




A - SET YOUR PREFERENCES

By default, Guides and llininaca ’
Margins will show, but you [0/ Sl
can change the default -y PR - |
£ : y ® In iground tance: 10 px
setting here along with > O tnthe Forsground b Rach:
their colors. | (R e
Al
Change the baseline grid to Al = -
18 because the font size of [l P &
our body text will be 16 e | o=
points and a line spacing nc Sockng
18 pOIntS E [[] show Baseline Grid Baselne Settings
Baseline Grid 14.90pt
;:: Baseline Offset: 0.00 pt
s
| Bxport... Apply oK Cancel
4& J% Left: 0.5000 n
é{ 4Fold j:z: :.:n :
iy ' .
ﬁ Bottom: 0.5
Fonts First Page is: th&Myw...
3
Prnter [ Autosave £4 UndoRedo
Gﬂ | Intervak 10 min Action history length |20
| Export... Apoly oK Cancel |




B - CREATE A NEW DOCUMENT

\/

File> New
Document layout is Single

Page. ™ [:] D [:j

\/

» Size: Custom Sided Fold  Fold
» Dimensions: 243x16,2 (a |
tablet 10,1 inches)
» Orientation: Landscape. R
» Make sure the units are
millimeters, since the default ‘
y

may be points.

» We will start with 32 pages
(2 signature)

» Choose margins: 13 mm

right and left, 15 mm top o ‘
and botton (to do so you > Bleeds: 3 mm (it is important only if you

need to break the chain) are going to print your catalog)




B - CREATE A NEW DOCUMENT

...................................................................... Catalog test1
» File> New "‘

give it a name:




C - THE MOST IMPORTANT TOOL

In Scribus all the graphical
elements are contained in frames
that can be freely moved all
around the pages.

You need to create frames for the
text and frames for the images.

Selection mode, (the icon with the
white arrow) allows you to move
objects.

Properties tool will be your
headquarter to control an design

everything '

All objects
you add to
the page,
from picture
frames, text
frames, or
even actual
photos, text,
or lines, are
controlled
from this
central dialog
box. Take it
always open
on the screen

Proprieta

XY, 2

Nome

N

give |a name to evgry frame

Geometria

Pos X:

Pos Y:
Larghezza:
Altezza:

Rotazione:

0,000 mm

(<>

0,000 mm

(<>

0,125 mm

(<>

0,125 mm

(¢>) (¢

Punto base:

Quota

% &
V¥

Forma

Gruppo

Testo

Immagine

Linea

Colori




D - USE THE RIGHT FRAME

To create a text frame !

» from menu: Insert > Insert Text CE-T8a2s 90 (@Dl »
Frame or from the icon, (just to the e e e e = S e e 5
right of the white arrow on the
toolbar), you can make your text frame
on the page with a click-drag-release

(=]

XY, Z

!
! W
] Nome
'
i
Geometria r-j
! Pos X: 0,000 mm <
'
: a Pos Y: 0,000 mm <
clig
)

i i Larghezza: 0,125 mm
Altezza: 0,125 mm

Rotazione: 0,0 °

'
. . .
action. L T o
i : ta
! : : PNl S DIREE 3
7|e NRE

» Double-click inside the frame to type:
you are now in Edit Contents mode

» To change the kind of frame you need
use the icons on the tool bar and then - -
use the Properties palette (Window > [(mm 2 [Nemal 2| 1000% . & & G k&t

Properties) to do almost whatever you il z/ie) o= g (1= o= 1L N gt o) festel ] o
like to do everything that is placed on the page is controlled

oM [=X=]
- IIIIIIIII-TIIIIIIIII

from this panel

> You can always convert a frame
Item > Convert to ... > Text frame.



D - USE THE RIGHT FRAME I

.................................................. @@@53%@%@5“@§Dva/'@lﬁﬁﬂlﬁ
@ /Users/nicoletta
TO Create a teXt frame IO | TI | 1 | 1 1 1 1 |100 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 IZDO | | 1 1

» from menu: Insert > Insert Text
Frame or from the icon, (just to the
right of the white arrow on the

toolbar), you can make your text frame ||l e nesagono e
on the page with a click-drag-release S ESEREEE e L

action.

» Double-click inside the frame to type:
you are now in Edit Contents mode

» To change the kind of frame you need
use the icons on the tool bar and then
use the Properties palette (Window >
Properties) to do almost whatever you
like to do polygon

> You can always convert a frame
Item > Convert to ... > Text frame. Remember:

each frame has a its own pop up menu




LINKING TEXT FRAMES

If your text is not closed in a frame but r. .'ISEI é @ .A. l,o?l @xg D ,Z(.E E ng EP .'. »

need to flow for some pages inside the B e -

column defined by your grid: ;:::.:;:;";

activate the text frame tool (Insert > -:',:'::“""-;“‘"'*":»":

Insert Text Frame), and create some ; Sreamon. | |

new text frame which fills the space 0- i;:;.:"‘:,:-gw

delimited by the guides. ] 5;‘"':"%_;‘" | | 1

Repeat this for other two pages (the ] ::-::.::“f.}:m:.':::_

setting Page > Snap to Guides can B E“TZE“_E:: _] |

assist you in filling the space to its - — — 5 %

margins). |mm :||Nommel ;| 4000% & QQvH!ﬂZ_Yd' ol Ml Fonc. 2 | ®® & Vision normi
X: 250.000mm Y: 138.404mm

Now you have set up the layout, but '

you have no text. For our example we If you look in the lower right hand corner of the

will use Sample Text — select the frame text frame you see a small red box with a cross,

. which indicates that the actual text is overflowing

in the first P anel, then Insert > the frame. Make sure the first frame is selected,

Sample Text, and choose Standard then click Item > Link Text Frames or use the

Lorem Ispum. icon

+  *»




LINKING TEXT FRAMES

If your text is not closed in a frame but
need to flow for some pages inside the
column defined by your grid:

activate the text frame tool (Insert >
Insert Text Frame), and create some
new text frame which fills the space
delimited by the guides.

Repeat this for other two pages (the
setting Page > Snap to Guides can
assist you in filling the space to its
margins).

Now you have set up the layout, but
you have no text. For our example we
will use Sample Text — select the frame
in the first panel, then Insert >
Sample Text, and choose Standard
Lorem Ispum.

CE-Z0S2E4 9aXxo0 QEExDO-

"'g‘llllolll|||||||lo?|||||llllzololllllll||3°|°||’
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.
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If you look in the lower right hand corner of the
text frame you see a small red box with a cross,
which indicates that the actual text is overflowing
the frame. Make sure the first frame is selected,
then click Item > Link Text Frames or use the
icon

€ 3




